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This publication centers around preventing
disinformation and misinformation and promoting
credible journalism. Excerpts can be used by accurately
identifying and mentioning the actual source. The views
and analysis expressed here are of Media Action Nepal
and the authors or researchers; the US Department of
State may not agree upon it.




Foreword

This study "Misleading News in Media: A Study of
Newspapers and Online News Portals of Nepal" is
published by the Media Action Nepal with support
from the U.S. Department of State. It studies and
analyses national daily newspapers and online news
portals vis-a-vis the code of conduct of media and the
standard for preventing disinformation and
misinformation.

In Nepal, complaints abound about news stories
covered by media. Disinformation and misinformation,
unsubstantiated allegations, distortion of facts,
ideological bias and abuse of press power, personal
vengeance and use of unreliable sources are some of
serious ones. Following the COVID-19 outbreak, news
of the pandemic dominated media coverage. A variety
of news stories of the coronavirus surrounding its
development, transmission, effects etc are published
by media. However, some of the information they
disseminate are found to be misleading.

In light of this, this study looks at the extent and kind
of misleading information and news stories
disseminated by Nepal's mainstream daily newspapers
and online news portals in the first three months of
the lockdown, announced on 24 March 2020 to control
COVID-19.

Overall, the objective of this study is to make Nepali
media credible and encourage journalists to produce
and disseminate truthful and factual information. It is
believed that the prevention of disinformation and
misinformation and the promotion of credible



journalism will help strengthen democracy by
protecting civil liberties. Only by adhering to the
professional standard of journalism and
implementing the journalists' code of conduct can
civic trust in the media increase.

This study could not have been carried out without
the support from different organizations and
individuals, including national media outlets, authors
and collaborators. We thank everyone who has
contributed to this research. We are grateful to the
U.S. Embassy in Nepal for providing us with an
opportunity to research this subject.

We are confident that journalists as well as media
scholars, teachers and students, who want to know
more about how disinformation and misinformation
can be prevented and also about credible journalism,
can broaden their understanding with the help of
this book.

Laxman Datt Pant
Chairperson
Media Action Nepal
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Abbreviations and Acronyms

BP Bisheshwar Prasad

CcoviD-19 Coronavirus Disease of 2019

CPN Communist Party of Nepal

KP Khadga Prasad

MCC Millennium Challenge Corporation
MP Member of Parliament

RDT Rapid Diagnostic Test

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific

and Cultural Organization

U.S. United States
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Executive Summa

Nepali journalists and media have faced with many
complaints and criticism. Misleading information and
misinformation, unsubstantiated allegations,
distortion of facts, ideological bias and abuse of press
power, personal revenge, etc are some of the serious
complaints. Addressing those concerns that aim at
promoting credible journalism is a must. To do so,
media should stay away from disseminating
misinformation. However, there has not been enough
monitoring, review and analysis of the media content
in Nepal.

The study "Misleading News in Media: A Study of
Newspapers and Online News Portals of Nepal" is
aimed at making journalists more credible and
encouraging journalists to produce and disseminate
truthful and factual information as well as promoting
positive media content. The study was conducted to
facilitate a wide-ranging debate on the misinformation
and fake news by national media of Nepal and to
discourage the practice of disseminating
misinformation.

The news stories published by national daily
newspapers and online news portals in the first three
months of the lockdown have been studied and
analyzed. The study only covers news stories, not
other contents such as opinions, photos and
advertisements. It includes a total of 49,051 news
items, including 23,291 (47.48%) published in 10 daily



newspapers and 25,760 (52.32%) published in 10
online news portals. Of them 907 (3.90%) news stories
published in daily newspapers were false and
misleading information.

The news stories have been compared against eight
different indicators of preventing false and misleading
information. Based on the indicators set for this study
purpose, it was found that a total of 1,817 news items
contained misinformation, which accounts for 3.70%
of false and misleading information. Similarly, the
online news portals published 910 such stories
(3.53%). Out of the total false and misleading
information, 50.09% and 49.91% were published by
online news portals and daily newspapers
respectively.

National daily newspapers and online news portals
should invest in capacity building of their journalists
and start holding in-house dialogues and interactions
on theoretical and practical aspects of preventing
misinformation and disinformation. Also, the media
should regularly review and evaluate the content
meant for public consumption. Plans should be in
place if misinformation and misleading information
are found published. Media houses or journalists
should not disseminate misinformation and
disinformation.
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